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*. . . the gospel . . . is the power of God unto salvation . ..” (Romans 1:16)

CRUCIAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE OLD COVENANT & uade neoster

re we still under theéh Commandments?

Are we supposed toaxship on the Sabbath
day today?Are cetain meatske pork forlidden
us todg? These common questionsaalthat
many todgare unclear on the abolitiortteé Old
Lan Obviously theseare crucial mattersthat
must be clearedup before individualscan be
brought to Christin answering these questijdns
want us to focus our attention on the seco
chapteiof Colossians\eread,

Blotting out the handwritingf
ordinances thatag aginst uswhid
was contrayto usand took it out ofthe
way, nailing it to his crosAnd haing
spoiled principalities and vmrs he
made a she of them openly
triumphing @er them in it.Let no man
therefore judgyou in meat, or in drink,
or in respect ofan holgay, or of the
new moon, or ofthe sabbath ga:
Which are a shaeoof things to come;
but the body is o€hrist(Col. 2:14-17)

In our examination othis text, | vant us to ask
and answer three questio(f§What was blotted
out? (2) Why was it blotted out? and, {&hen
was it blotted out?

WHAT WAS BLOTTED OUT?

The text before us speaks'tife handwriting of
the ordinances" as being blotted olihe vord
"blotted” means "to smear out", "oblitefate
"eras¢' and "wipe @&ay." Clearlysomething as
completely remed. It is our task to find out
what. In the context before udt is simply
identified as "the handwriting thfe ordinances
To what vas Rwul refering? Let's examine thedw
major vords ofthe expression and seilifelps:

- The word 'handwriting” refers to something
that is "hand-written." It refers ta
"maruscript” and specifically "gdédocument
orbond.”

- The word "ordinances" refers to "avlaor
"decree'

As we pool all that we kmpwe find that & are
looking for a hand-written mascript, legl
document, bondJaor decreeA parallel passag
from the inspired pen ¢aul in Ephesiang/hih
also uses theord "ordinance clearly identifis
what Rwul had in mind. We read, "Hang

abolshedin his fleshthe enmty, even the law of to refer to the lawggn through Moses by God

commandments contained in datitaumcake in
himsdf of twain one n& man, so @king gaceé
(Eph. 2:15) The vord "abolished" means "to
shale down, to throw down." | amremndedof
the ocasion wbn Mose threw dwn the talets
of stone wen he aae davn from he mouhand
found the children of Isra¢ engagedin idolaty
and immordity (Ex. 32:19) Although the
commadmens werewrittenagain,theday came
when Jesuswould fulfill them and throw them
down once and for gMt. 5:17) Noticein thetext
before ugEph. 2:15yhat Rwl sgs vas abolished

(Ex. 35:29; 1e8:36; 10:11; 26:46; Num. 4:37, 4!
49; 9:23; 10:13; 15:23; 16:40; 27:23; 36h3; .
14:2; 20:2; 21:2, 8; 22@igB:4; 2 Clon. 35:6)
Notice that in addition to speaking of
"ordinancesfin writingto the saintsat Ephesus
Paulalsospole of "the law of commandments
Clearly, this expression cdls to mind the
commandments that Goeg through Moses on
Mt. Sinai. We read, "And the LORD said unto
Moses Come up to me into the mount, and be
there: and | will givthedaltes obtoneand a law
and commandmerith W have writtdrat thou

or thrown devn —the law @bommandments containegjest teat them"(Ex. 24:12; e 27:34; Deut.

in ordinanceshis description fits whatevwere
looking for doesn't it?Remember that ewere
looking for a hand-written mascript, legl
document, bondawor decee Although the t&t
before us doesn't directly speathat whit was
handwritten, other passgesdo. Consder for
exanple a pasage from 2 Chnicles:

Neither will I any more remethe foot

of Israel from out othe land whie |
have appointed forour fathers; so that
they will take heeid do all that Ivea
commanded them, accordingpte tae w

and the statutes and the ordinances by the P?a

of Mos€2 Chon. 33:8)

9:11;10:1, 3; 1 Kings 8:9; Neh. Std®e that we
have reference here to "a law" and
"commandmets"  Furthemore, there is a
referencéo whatGodhad'written”(cf Ex. 31:18;
34:1, 4; Deut. 4:13; 5:22; 9:9-A84in, this is in
perfect hamony with what @ set out looking for
in Colossiansa hand-writtenmaruscript,lecal
document, bondawor decree Please notice as
well that this la and these commandmene&sav
written on "tables o$tone" Clearlythis lav and
commandments that God had veritbn tables of
stone wre the €n Commandments\We read,
" he vas there with the LORD fiyrdays and
orty nights; he did neither eat bread, dronk
water And he wte upon thddealihe wordshof

Notice that Israel was to do all that Godcovenant, the ten commaiiEme#<L8; cDeut.

commanded thefiby the handMbses It does
not s by the "mouth ofMoses' but rather by
the "hand ofMoses' Although it is e that
Moses spake God'syahe emphasis dhe text
for this lesson is on the writt@ol. 2:14)Clearly
the expression "by the handMbses" refers to
that whitv was hand-written.In Second Kings
we read, "And the statutesidthe ordinanees
the lay, and the commandrhat he ete fooyye
shall obse#e to do for egmrmore; and ye shall not
fear other gds" (2 Kings 17:37; Dleut. 10:4)
Obviously God vas speakingybthe hand of
Moses or by what Moseasiguided by inspiration
to write In First Kings we read, 8Fthou didst
separate them from among all the peapléhe
eath, to be thine inheritanaes thou s by the
hand dflosesytiseantwhen thou broughtest our
fathers out oEgypt, O Lord GOD"(1 Kings 8:53;
cf Num. 15:22; 1 Kings 8:56; Num. 3&#3;4;
Neh. 9:14)The expression, ybthe hand of
Moses' is found rpeatedly in the OldeBtament

4:13; 10:4; Mt. 19:16-20; Mk. 10:19; Lk. 18:2(
Notice also that what was written upon thes
tablets ofstone is refeed to as "the cewmant'(cf
Deut. 4:13; 9:9, 11; 1 Kings B®jou remember
that a parof our definition ofordinances as a
"legal document" or "bond"?2sn't that what a
covenantis?What about the peaf the definition
dealing with a manuscripPlease consider the
following passay

If thou shalt heagk unto the @ice of
the LORD tly God, to ke his
commandments and his stasuthich
are written in this bootheflavand if
thou tun unto the LORD th God with
all thine hedr and with all th soul
(Deut. 30:10; £Kings 2:3)

Notice that the commandments atdtutes of
God were written in a bookhat is the same as a
maruscriptjsn'tit?
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| beliee that ve hae clearly established that "the
handwriting ofordinances’(Col. 2:14and the
"law of commandments contained in ordiresic
(Eph. 2:15)hich was blotted out &s the la, the
covenant, the manuscript, and the
commandments\gn by God through MoseJo

the Corinthiansaul wrote

Ye are our @istle written irour heats,
known and read odll men: Brasnuc
as ye are mdestly declared toe the
epistle of Christ ministeredyuswritten
not with inkbut with the Spiritof the
living God;not in tables stbnebut in
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Our latest lectureship book is entitled,
The Greatest OThese Is Lee The
cost is just $16.00, plus $3.00 S & H.

ADDITIONAL SAVINGS

The folloving PQVER books are $10
eat if two (2) or more are purchased
(same or different titles):

» How Can W Understand e Bible
Alike? (2006) Sale $12

* Why Should | Beli@/The Bible?
(2005) Sale $12

* The Works Of The Flesh vsThe
Fruit Of The Spirit (2004) Sale $12

* The Sgings OfSolomon (2003)
Sale $12

e The Sgings Ofksus (2002
Sale $12

* The Miracles Ofesus (2001)
Sale $12

* The Two Covenants (1996)
Sale $12

* Major Lessons From The Majo
Prophets (1995) Sale $12

All of our lectureship books are now
available on CDs Call for pricing
information on these in addition to athe
available books from prewis lectures
On single book orderadd $3.00 S & H.
Multiple book orders shipped and billed.
Order from the Southam dwrc of
Christ, 0. Bx 128, Southan, MS
38671. Telgphone:662-393-2690.

flesty tabks of the hart. And sich
trust hae we through Christo God-
ward: Not thatwe are sufficienof
ourseles to think any thing as of
ourseles; but our suffiency is of5od;
Whoalso hath made us able ministers of
the new testament; nuft the letterbut

of the spirit: fothe letter killetHyut the
spirit gieth life But if the ministration of
death, written and \@1gria stoneas
dorioysso that tk dildren of Israel
could not stedfastly behold the face of
Moses for the glgrof his countenance;
vhichlgry vas to be done aWaw shall
not the ministration othe spirit be
rather glorious?F if the ministration
of condemnation be glpmucdh more
doth the ministration ofighteousness
exceed in glor For ewen that which
was made glorious had no glor this
respect, by reason dfe gloy that
excelleth.For ifthat wich is donapws
dorious much more that whic
remaineth is glorio{@Cor. 3:2-11)

Continueain page 1

drinkofferingsn ewistsewvices

- "In respect of a holyday" — The holgays
refered to the yearly feast dayhisisthe €ast
of Unleaened Bread é3swer), The Feast of
Weeks (Bntecost), ie Dy of Atonement,
and the East ofTabenacles

- "Orof the new moon"—The new moon had
reference to the monthly celebration@ased
with the appearancetbie new moon.

- "Or of the S#bath days" — The Sabbath
days had reference to the weekly rest ebder
bythekws

Obviouslyif the Old Law had stitleen irforce
then men wuld hae had aight to hae judgd
them concering thesehings In fact,according

to the Old Testament, theenalty forfailing to
keepthe Sabbath daya# death.No doubt, you
remember the stp of the manwho picled up
stiks on theSabbath dgiNum. 15:32-36A\s you
may recall, the mamas judgd and puto death by
stoning Paul was making cleghat such judgment
was not tde tolerated by the Colossian Christian

because theyere under theaw of Christ anchot
under the Old Law contained in ordinandes
coursethe sme holdgrue for ustodg. Those
who continue to argubat theOld Law theTen
Commandmentsind/or thatthe Sabbath still
binding todg do "er, not knowing the Scriptures"
stones th? -br.‘ Corlnmandmer;tshad been (Mt. 22:29) As you mgknowthose whdind the
rendered inacey I__ets ® bak to t_he second  gaphath todetry to get around the cleamport of
chapter of Colossians and establish from that,;q passag and others byying to make a
context that thedn Commandment’mcl_uding distinction between thewaf Moses and tHeaw
the Sabbath gawere among that whiohaS ot the | ord. They argue that theaw of Moses
blotted out. In the sixteenthersewe read, "Let o takervesy atthe crosbut thatthe Law ofthe
no man therefore judgou in meat, or in drink, Lord, the Bn Commandmentemains ireffect
or in respect oéin holy!g, or of the new moon, tod&y,. The argument is easijnsvered ly
or of the sgbbath ga” (Col. 2:_16) The vord showing that the Law oMoses and the Law of
“therefore” introduces conclusion based on the 4 \were one aritie same Nehemiah refeed
fact that the Old Law has been blotted &iice 1 wha jav of Moses'(Neh. 8:1)'the law whic
the Old Lav had been blotted out, these e grgcommanded by Mose@leh. 8:14and
Christians wre to "let no man judfjthem ly it. "the book ofthe law ofGod" (Neh. 8:16)Clearly
The vord "judg" means "to condemn” or "to the Law of Moses vas tle Lav of the Lord. Aswe
call into question."he saints at Colosse were top /e already noted some detaiGod guve it "by
let no man condemn them or to call them iNtOpa handof Moses' It is interesting thaih the

question for not obseing the Law oM0Ses Or eyt thatwe are considering(Col. 2) Paul
the Ten CommandmentsSpecificallthey vere o t0ns "Sabbath ddys As you knu

to let no man judge them "in meat, or in drink, Ot o e mbering the Sabbay and keepinia hol
in respect o holylay, or of the new moon, or of d ady ping holy

was one ofhe Ten CommandmentsX. 20:8-11
the Sabbath ga" (Col. 2:16) Meat and drink X )

' In the seenth hiapter ofRomans Paul told the
refered to adailyobsevance Sabbath 98 10 @ g5ints at gme that they were "dead" to the "law"
weeklyobsevance the new moon to emonthly

and then quotes omé the Ten Commandments
obsevance and holgiays to aearlpbsevance  wq, shalhot coet,” toidentify théaw towhich
To better understand &acf these thingdet's

A he hadeferencéRom. 7:4) The Bible could
examine them more closely: not possibly be amyearer on this poinf person
has teshut hisyesstophis earsandsear hiseat
refer to the dietgrrestrictions othe Lav of  like the Phariseed old to missthis tuth (Mt.
Moses whit have been donenay (1 Tim. 4:1- 13:15)

5), it most likely refers to the daily meat and

Although what was written with ink (rmaacript)
and on tables aftone (the @n Commandments)
was gloriousit was "done \&ay." The words
"done avay" mean "to render inaati idle
uselessneffectie” That whit was engaven in

- "In meat, or in drink" — While this could
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Sunday: July 27,2008
* 9:30 AM Overiew oDavids Lie~ Wade Vébster

e 10:30 AM <Esus Christ: The King That Sprarigeies Loins
~ William Wbodson

e 7:00 PM Ahithophel: Aalse fiend ith A New &stament
Counteat ~ Gary McDade

* 8:00 PM <bab: Dads Captain i Had His Own Agenda
~ B. JClarle

Monday: July 28, 2008
* 9:00 AM -The Man After Go@wn Hetar Keith MosherSr

* 10:00 AM David & Goliath: The Slingshot Heard Roundd he W
~ Paul Sain

11:00 AM The House That/ida_onged Build
~ Dan Cates

* 1:00 PM Davids Mighty Men: CouragetdB€ourage
~ Cliff Goodwin

e 2:00 PM The Spbéerd’Psalm Kyle Butt

e 2:00 PM (Ladies Clas8®athsha: Wiose Bath Made A King Unclean
~ Jane McWorter

» 7:00 PM Amaing Grace: peboshstRlace At The Isifiafie
~ Dan Winkler

» 8:00 PM ¥our Cheating H&#sifl Tell On &u/What Daid Didn’
Seerem His Rooftefpavid Sain

Tuesday: July 29, 2008

* 9:00 AM -The Spirit OFhe Lord SpaBy Me Eddy Gilpin

* 10:00 AM Nathan: Wo Loved Higénd Enougb Ell Him The
Truth~ James Bgers

e 11:00 AM Shemei: An Eregwith Whom Dad Shad Geat Self-
Contol~ Curtis Cates

* 1:00 PM MurderHe Wote: The Deathl@fah The Hittite
~ Jimny Clark

» 2:00 PM The Kingdom That David-$&ie Owens

* 2:00 PM (Ladies Clas#bigil: A Wise Wman Wo Maiied A
Foolish Man Sheila Butt

7:00 PM The Sin O€ounting Head$i1aW Dad Numbed Israel
~ Larry Acuff

» 8:00 PM Davids New Qpat ~ Gary Colley
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July 27 - 31,2008

DAVID: the man who had the heart to be king

Wednesday: July 30, 2008
e 9:00 AM When Dé&d Lost His Sonfobet Efferies

* 10:00 AM Sharing The Spoils: RemembergakThe W
~ Gary Williams

e 11:00 AM 1 Just CanWait To Be King: Resisting geedUrIn
Ahead Of50d~ Bobly Liddell

¢ 1:00 PM Solomon: The Son Sete&tecc&ed/ida Sam Wilcutt

* 2:00 PM bnathon: Mg Defied Hiatker & His Fend- Jeff
Clark

e 2:00 PM (Ladies Clas$jlichal: A We \Whose Lovee@rCold
~ Kathy Pollard

e 7:00 PM David In The SheepfolgmrRBtiondr Geater Sgce
~ Neal pllard

* 8:00 PM Trouke At Home: Sin Invid$ Family
~ Brad Harub

Thursday: luly 31, 2008

e 9:00 AM Saul: The Kinghw/Lost His KingdarATNeighbor Better
Than He- Chudk Webster

* 10:00 AM David Mours Br His Enemies: Saul, ABbsalom
~ Randy \dughn

e 11:00 AM David & His Hap ~ Patrick Morrison
e 1:00 PM Thou ArBut A Yuth- Robet Hatfield
e 2:00 PM Absalom: Hearthler & Kingdom-tak Kirk Talley

e 2:00 PM (Ladies Clasg) Wise Wman Wo Seed Her Cityith/
Quik & Decisie Action Wendy Vedley

e 7:00 PM The Sweet Psalmissi@ét Tom Holland
e 8:00 PM My Seant D&id~ Robet R. Taylor, Jr
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CRUCIAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE OLD COVENANT

WHY WAS IT BLOTTED OUT?

Now that ve hae established that the Old | #ve
Ten Commandments and algswblotted out, it is
time for us to examine wiit was blotted out.The
text states that the Old Lawswemeed because it
was "aginst us" and "contrato us'{Col. 2:14How
was it aginst us and contrato us?It was aginst us
and contrarto us in the sense that®&od's design, it
could not offer man complete redemptidine Old
Law could declare sin but it could not ultimateeteli
from it. It could reweal it, but it couldn't ultimately
remove it. The only sacrifices that it had teoffere

those ofbulls and gats whih could neer tale avay body is 'ofC_hrist(CoI. 2:17) The vord "shadm_/"
sin(Hea 10:1-4, 11)n that sense the Oldwawas "a refers td'an imag casby anobject andepresenting

yoke" of bondag (Acts 15:10; Gal. 5that the the form of that object." WhatPaul is saying is that

Israelites ere lept under(Gal. 5:23)It was agke of Christ is the bodgthe One) that casite shades

; iterallyChristighe "end" ofthe lawfRom. 10:4He
Rgrrf;%(gii%s'?;;‘?# (I_:‘d,\? g@?&ﬁfﬁﬂi E?Lr:t?:rfr%séthe Oneo whid the shadows dfe Old estament

covenant” because ofvhat it can do with point. As already noted, tidd Law vas designed to

transgession through the blood @&sugHén 8:6-12; bring man toChrist (Gal. 3:24) There is no

11 e . ontradiction btween thébody herdeing identified
;8.r;éstSZJIfr:hneot(ljclg%ge&aziggtisa:r}? tﬁf; géggéthé;s Chrisand elsewhefeeing identifieds thechurdh

; : Col. 1:18; Bp 1:22-23After all,the churh is His
because oftransgession (Gal. 3:19) to male ( ; :
transgession knogvr(Rom.(S:ZO; 7:7,)’133 le body The question that weust ask isvhy anyone
Israel from tranggssions(Psa. 119:11jo proe would want the shaus when they cahave the

; ; o i bstance that cast the shaddwhy vould anyone
Israel in regrds to transgssiongDeut. 8:2udg3:4 su
and to l?r?ng man tog the geoWd begr h)is chose a lamlover the Lamb?Why would anyone

transgessiongGal. 3:19, 24-25; Isa. 53:3-6,0hh; J choose the & Commandmentsenthe Gospel?

5:39, 46) Notice also in the context @folossians Hopefully in the course ahis studywe hae askd
two that Rwl speaks aksus' taking the Old Law "out and answered threeaucial questions relaito the
of the vay" (Col. 2:14) As yu recall, the vawas  Old Lan. The Old Lav was what as blotted out, the
given to Israel to separate her from the nations rounfdct that it s aginst us was wl it was blotted out,
about her It was a "all of patition” (Eph. 2:14)It and the time when it was blotted oas at the cross
was designed to keep the nation puré¢ thetiSeed

(JESUS ChriSt) should cor(@al. 3:19)- HOWE\BI’, ‘James Strong Greek Dictionyaof the NeweBtamenGrand Rapids
\r/gr]r?g/el-(ijes((:)amz??—Igacg?jrlgen:(:ktehzlFﬁ]gz 2%;_? Michigan:Zondewvan Publisherg 1609, #1813.

2:13-22) As yu recall, &er and many dhe saints
leaned this tuth in connection with the ceersion
of Comelius(Acts 10:9-48; specially 10:28, 34-35; (5t¢ng. pL603, #1378.

2:11-21) Clearlythe lav was blotted out because it “bseph Hery ThayerA Greek Lexicon @fhe NeweBtamenGrand
had fulfilled its pyrose for Israeto male sin knevn, ~ RaPidsMI: BakerBookHousp 1620, #2678,

to keep them from sin. and to bring theothe One ‘Spiros ZodhiatesThe CompletervStudy DictignaNew Estament.
7 Chattanoog, TN: AMG Publishersl992, 1841, #2673).
who could remee sin.

'Strong, p1623, #2919.
WHEN WAS IT BLOTTED OUT?
Now that we ha established what was blotted out

the OldLaw (withthe Ten Commanaients), ande
have establishedhy it was blotted oldecause Was
against usitisnow time forus to establisihen it was
blotted out. In thetext beforais Paul says thatias
nailed "to HisCross' Thereforethe OldLaw died
when @sus died.Notice that the parallel passay
Ephesians &oes this point agell(Eph. 2:16)It was
at thecross thatksus didawvay with the Old and
purchased thlew(Mt. 26:28)It was athe coss hat
the Old went out offorce and the Newvent into
force(Hda 9:15-16)n thecontext ofColossian$aul
refers tahe Oldas theshadow and tells mérat the

’Strong, p1653, # 5498.
*Ibid.
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