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. . the gospel . . . is the power of God unto salvation . . .” (Romans 116

CRUCIAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE OLD COVENANT &y wace weoster

Are we still under the Ten Commandments?
Are we supposed to worship on the Sabbath
day today? Are certain meats like pork forbidden
us today? These common questions reveal that
many today are unclear on the abolition of the Old
Law. Obviously, these are crucial matters that
must be cleared up before individuals can be
brought to Christ. Inanswering these questions, I
want us to focus our attention on the second
chapter of Colossians. We read,

Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which
was contrary to us, and took it out of the
way, nailing it to his cross; And having
spoiled principalities and powers, he
made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them init. Let no man
therefore judge you in meat, or in drink,
or in respect of an holyday, or of the
new moon, or of the sabbath days:
Which are a shadow of things to come;
but the body is of Christ (Col. 2:14-17).

In our examination of this text, I want us to ask
and answer three questions: (1) What was blotted
out? (2) Why was it blotted out? and, (3) When
was it blotted out?

WHAT WAS BLOTTED OUT?

The text before us speaks of "the handwriting of
the ordinances" as being blotted out. The word
"blotted" means "to smear out", "obliterate,"
"erase," and "wipe away." Cleatly, something was
completely removed. It is our task to find out
what. In the context before us, it is simply
identified as "the handwriting of the ordinances."
To what was Paul referring? Let's examine the two
major wotds of the expression and see if it helps:

¢ The word 'handwriting" refers to something
that is "hand-written." It refers to a
"manuscript" and specifically "alegal document
orbond."

» The word "ordinances" refers to "a law" or
HJEGice:

As we pool all that we know, we find that we are
looking for a hand-written manuscript, legal
document, bond, law, or decree. A parallel passage
from the inspired pen of Paul in Ephesians, which
also uses the word "ordinances," clearly identifies
what Paul had in mind. We read, "Having

abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in
himself of twain one new man, so making peace"
(Eph. 2:15).  The word "abolished" means "to
shake down, to throw down." I am reminded of
the occasion when Moses threw down the tablets
of stone when he came down from the mount and
found the children of Israel engaged in idolatry
and immorality (Ex. 32:79).  Although the
commandments were written again, the day came
when Jesus would fulfill them and throw them
down once and forall (M% 5:17). Notice in the text
before us (Eph. 2:15) what Paul says was abolished
ot thrown down — #he law of commandments contained
in ordinances. 'This description fits what we were
looking for, doesn't it?  Remember that we were
looking for a hand-written manuscript, legal
document, bond, /n, or decree. Although the text
before us doesn't directly speak of that which was
hand-written, other passages do. Consider for
example a passage from 2 Chronicles:

Neither will I any more remove the foot
of Israel from out of the land which I
have appointed for your fathers; so that
they will take heed 7 do all that I have
commanded them, according to the whole law
and the statutes and the ordinances by the hand
of Moses (2 Chron. 33:8).

Notice that Israel was to do all that God
commanded them "by the hand of Moses." It does
not say by the "mouth of Moses," but rather, by
the "hand of Moses." Although it is true that
Moses spake God's law, the emphasis of the text
for this lesson is on the written (Col. 2:14). Cleatly,
the expression "by the hand of Moses" refers to
that which was hand-written. In Second Kings,
we read, "And the statutes, and #he ordinances, and
the law, and the commandment, which e wrote for you, ye
shall observe to do for evermore; and ye shall not
fear other gods" (2 Kings 17:37; ¢f. Deut. 10:4).
Obviously, God was speaking by the hand of
Moses or by what Moses was guided by inspiration
to write. In First Kings we read, "For thou didst
separate them from among all the people of the
carth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by the
hand of Moses thy servant, when thou broughtest our
fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD" (7 Kings 8:53;
¢ Num. 15:22; 1 Kings 8:56; Num. 36:13; Judg. 3:4;
Neh. 9:14). The expression, "by the hand of
Moses," is found repeatedly in the Old Testament

to refer to the law given through Moses by God
(Exc. 35:29; Len. 8:36; 10:11; 26:46; Num. 4:37, 45;
49; 9:23; 10:13; 15:23; 16:40; 27:23; 36:13; Josh.
14:2; 20:2; 21:2, 8; 22:9; Judg. 3:4; 2 Chron. 35:6).
Notice that in addition to speaking of
"ordinances" in writing to the saints at Ephesus,
Paul also spoke of "the law of commandments."
Clearly, this expression calls to mind the
commandments that God gave through Moses on
Mt. Sinai. We read, "And the LORD said unto
Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be
there: and 1 will give thee Zables of stone, and a law,
and commandments which 1 have written; that thou
mayest teach them" (Ex. 24:12; Lev. 27:34; Deut.
9:11;10:1, 3; 1 Kings 8:9; Neh. 9:13). Notice that we
have reference here to "a law" and
"commandments."  Furthermore, there is a
reference to what God had "written" (¢f. Ex. 37:18;
34:1, 4; Dent. 4:13; 5:22; 9:9-10).  Again, this is in
petfect harmony with what we set out looking for
in Colossians a hand-written manuscript, legal
document, bond, /aw; or decree. Please notice as
well that this law and these commandments were
written on "tables of stone." Clearly, this law and
commandments that God had written on tables of
stone were the Ten Commandments. We read,
"And he was there with the LORD forty days and
forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink
water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the
covenant, the ten commandments” (Ex. 34:28; ¢f. Dent.
4:13; 10:4; Mt. 19:16-20; Mk. 10:19; Lk. 18:20).
Notice also that what was written upon these
tablets of stone is referred to as "the covenant” (¢f.
Deut. 4:13; 9:9, 11, 1 Kings 8:9). Do you remember
that a part of our definition of ordinances was a
"legal document" or "bond"? Isn't that what a
covenantis? Whatabout the part of the definition
dealing with a manuscript? Please consider the
following passage:

If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of
the LORD thy God, to keep his
commandments and his statutes which
are written in this book of the law, and if
thou turn unto the LORD thy God with
all thine heart, and with all thy soul
(Dent. 30:10; of. 1 Kings 2:3).

Notice that the commandments and statutes of
God were written in a book. That is the same as a
manusctipt, isn'tit?
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I believe that we have cleatly established that "the
handwriting of ordinances" (Col 2:74) and the
"law of commandments contained in ordinances"
(Eph. 2:15) which was blotted out was the law, the
covenant, the manuscript, and the
commandments given by God through Moses. To
the Corinthians, Paul wrote,

Ye are our epistle written in our hearts,
known and read of all men: Forasmuch
as ye are manifestly declared to be the
epistle of Christ ministered by us, written
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the
living God; ot in tables of stone, but in
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fleshly tables of the heart. And such
trust have we through Christ to God-
ward: Not that we are sufficient of
ourselves to think any thing as of
ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God,;
Who also hath made us able ministers of
the new testament; not of the letter, but
of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the
spirit giveth life. Butif #he ministration of
death, written and engraven in stones, was
glorions, so that the children of Israel
could not stedfastly behold the face of
Moses for the glory of his countenance;
which glory was to be done away: How shall
not the ministration of the spirit be
rather glorious? For if the ministration
of condemnation be glory, much more
doth the ministration of righteousness
exceed in glory. For even that which
was made glorious had no glory in this
respect, by reason of the glory that
excelleth. Forif that which is done away was
glorions, much more that which
remaineth is glorious (2 Cor. 3:2-11).

Although what was written with ink (manuscript)
and on tables of stone (the Ten Commandments)
was glotious, it was "done away." The words
"done away" mean "to render inactive, idle,
useless, ineffective." That which was engraven in
stones, the Ten Commandments, had been
rendered inactive. Let's go back to the second
chapter of Colossians and establish from that
context that the Ten Commandments, including
the Sabbath day, were among that which was
blotted out. In the sixteenth verse, we read, "Let
no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink,
or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon,
or of the sabbath days" (Co/ 2:16). The word
"therefore" introduces a conclusion based on the
fact that the Old Law has been blotted out. Since
the Old Law had been blotted out, these
Christians were to "let no man judge" them by it.
The wotd "judge" means "to condemn" or "to
call into question." The saints at Colosse were to
let no man condemn them ot to call them into
question for not observing the Law of Moses or
the Ten Commandments. Specifically, they were
to let no man judge them "in meat, or in drink, or
in respect of a holyday, or of the new moon, or of
the Sabbath days" (Col 2:16). Meat and drink
referred to a daily observance, Sabbath days to a
weekly observance, the new moon to a monthly
observance, and holydays to a yearly observance.
To better understand each of these things, let's
examine them more closely:

+"In meat, or in drink" — While this could
refer to the dietary restrictions of the Law of
Moses which have been done away (7 Tim. 4:1-
5), it most likely refers to the daily meat and
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drink offerings in Jewish services.

+ "In respect of a holyday" — The holydays
referred to the yeatly feast days such as the Feast
of Unleavened Bread (Passover), The Feast of
Weeks (Pentecost), The Day of Atonement,
and the Feast of Tabernacles.

+ "Or of the new moon' — The new moon had
reference to the monthly celebration associated
with the appearance of the new moon.

* "Or of the Sabbath days'" — The Sabbath
days had reference to the weekly rest observed
by the Jews.

Obviously, if the Old Law had still been in force,
then men would have had a right to have judged
them concerning these things. In fact, according
to the Old Testament, the penalty for failing to
keep the Sabbath day was death. No doubt, you
remember the story of the man who picked up
sticks on the Sabbath day (Nuw. 15:32-36). As you
may recall, the man was judged and put to death by
stoning. Paul was making clear that such judgment
was not to be tolerated by the Colossian Christians
because they were under the Law of Christand not
under the Old Law contained in ordinances. Of
course, the same holds true for us today. Those
who continue to argue that the Old Law, the Ten
Commandments, and/or that the Sabbath is still
binding today, do "err, not knowing the Scriptures"
(Mz. 22:29). As you may know, those who bind the
Sabbath today try to getaround the clear import of
this passage and others by trying to make a
distinction between the Law of Moses and the Law
of the Lord. They argue that the Law of Moses
was taken away at the cross but that the Law of the
Lotd, the Ten Commandments, remains in effect
today. The argument is easily answered by
showing that the Law of Moses and the Law of
God were one and the same. Nehemiah referred
to "the law of Moses" (INeh. 8:1), "the law which
the Lotd commanded by Moses" (Neb. 8:14), and
"the book of the law of God" (Neb. 8:76). Cleatly,
the Law of Moses was the Law of the Lord. Aswe
have already noted in some detail, God gave it "by
the hand of Moses." It is interesting that in the
context that we are considering (Col 2), Paul
mentions "Sabbath days."
remembering the Sabbath day and keeping it holy
was one of the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:8-11).
In the seventh chapter of Romans, Paul told the
saints at Rome that they wete "dead" to the "law"
and then quotes one of the Ten Commandments,
"thou shalt not covet," to identify the law to which
he had reference (Rom. 7:4, 7). 'The Bible could
not possibly be any clearer on this point. A person
has to shut his eyes, stop his ears, and sear his heart
like the Pharisees of old to miss this truth (Mz
13:15).

As you know,
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CRUCIAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE OLD COVENANT

WHY WAS IT BLOTTED OUT?

Now that we have established that the Old Law, the
Ten Commandments and all, was blotted out, it is
time for us to examine why it was blotted out. The
text states that the Old Law was removed because it
was "againstus" and "contrary to us" (Co/ 2:14). How
was it against us and contrary to us? It was against us
and contrary to us in the sense that, by God's design, it
could not offer man complete redemption. The Old
Law could declare sin but it could not ultimate deliver
from it. It could reveal it, but it couldn't ultimately
removeit. The only sacrifices thatit had to offer were
those of bulls and goats which could never take away
sin (Heb. 10:1-4, 11). In that sense the Old Law was "a
yoke" of bondage (Acts 15:10; Gal. 5:1) that the
Israelites were kept under (Gal. 5:23). Itwas a yoke of
bondage because it could not completely set man free
fromsin (Heb. 10:1-3). The New Covenantisa "better
covenant" because of what it can do with
transgression through the blood of Jesus (Heb. 8:6-12;
10:17-18). In noticing the passages that point out the
purpose of the Old Law, we find that it was added
because of transgression (Gal 3:19), to make
transgression known (Rom. 3:20; 7:7, 13), to keep
Isracl from transgressions (Psa. 1719:11), to prove
Israelin regards to transgressions (Deut. 8:2; Judg. 3:4),
and to bring man to the One would bear his
transgressions (Gal. 3:19, 24-25; Isa. 53:3-6, 11; John
5:39, 46). Notice also in the context of Colossians
two that Paul speaks of Jesus' taking the Old Law "out
of the way" (Col. 2:14). As you recall, the Law was
given to Israel to separate her from the nations round
about her. Itwas a "wall of partition" (Eph. 2:14). It
was designed to keep the nation pure until the Seed
(Jesus Christ) should come (Gal 3:19). However,
when He came, the day came for the partition to be
removed so that He could make all men one (Eph.
2:13-22). As you recall, Peter and many of the saints
learned this truth in connection with the conversion
of Cornelius (Acts 10:9-48; specially 10:28, 34-35; Gal.
2:11-21).  Cleatly, the law was blotted out because it
had fulfilled its purpose for Israel to make sin known,
to keep them from sin, and to bring them to the One
who could remove sin.

WHEN WAS IT BLOTTED OUT?

Now that we have established what was blotted out
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the Old Law (with the Ten Commandments), and we
have established why it was blotted out because it was
against us, it is now time for us to establish when it was
blotted out. In the text before us, Paul says that it was
nailed "to His Cross." Therefore, the Old Law died
when Jesus died. Notice that the parallel passage in
Ephesians echoes this point as well (Eph. 2:16). 1t was
at the cross that Jesus did away with the Old and
purchased the New (Mz 26:28). 1t was at the cross that
the Old went out of force and the New went into
force (Heb. 9:15-16). In the context of Colossians, Paul
refers to the Old as the shadow and tells men that the
body is of Christ (Co/ 2:17). The word "shadow"
refers to "an image cast by an object and representing
the form of that object." What Paul is saying is that
Christ is the body (the One) that cast the shadows.
Literally, Christis the "end" of the law (Row. 10:4). He
is the One to which the shadows of the Old Testament
point. As already noted, the Old Law was designed to
bring man to Christ (Gal 3:24). There is no
contradiction between the body here being identified
as Christ and elsewhere being identified as the church
(Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23). After all, the church is His
body. The question that we must ask is why anyone
would want the shadows, when they can have the
substance that cast the shadows. Why would anyone
chose a lamb over the Lamb? Why would anyone
choose the Ten Commandments over the Gospel?

Hopefully, in the course of this study, we have asked
and answered three crucial questions relative to the
Old Law. The Old Law was what was blotted out, the
fact that it was against us was why it was blotted out,
and the time when it was blotted out was at the cross.
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